November 29, 2010
Chairman Durbin, Ranking Member Coburn, and Members of the Subcommittee:

As 118 organizations and individual s supportive of the Convention for the
Elimination of al Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), including
members of the CEDAW Task Force, a broad-based, diverse coalition coordinated by the
Leadership Conference for Civil and Human Rights and made up of over 160
organizations, we submit this statement in strong support of CEDAW ratification. Our
organizations have come together to increase the visibility of CEDAW and to build a
greater understanding among policymakers and the public about the need, importance and
impact of the United States' ratification of CEDAW. We thank the Senate Judiciary
Subcommittee on Human Rights and the Law for convening this hearing and turning its
attention to CEDAW.

CEDAW isalandmark international agreement that affirms principles of
fundamental human rights and equality for women around the world. Recognizing that
women’s right are human rights, it seeks to end sex trafficking and violence against
women, prohibit forced marriage and child marriage, expand girls' access to education,
ensure women'’ s right to vote, help families by fighting maternal mortality, and end
workplace discrimination against women. By providing a practical blueprint for
achieving progress for women and girls, it has helped millions of women around the
world.

In countries that have ratified CEDAW, women and their advocates have
partnered with their governments to improve the status of women and girls. Asaresult,
laws and policies have changed to create greater opportunity and security for women and
their families. For example, Mexico responded to an epidemic of violence against
women by passing the Mexican General Law on Women's Accessto aLife Free from
Violencein 2007, which draws on CEDAW and today has been adopted by all of
Mexico's 32 states. In 2009 the High Court of Bangladesh, relying in part on CEDAW,
for the first time issued guidelines to prohibit sexual harassment in the workplace.
Women in Kuwait won the right to vote for the first time in 2005 immediately after the
CEDAW reporting process brought international attention to Kuwaiti women’'s
disenfranchisement. And in 2009, the Philippines passed a comprehensive women's
rights law that relied heavily upon CEDAW provisions. These are only afew examples
of the way that CEDAW has led ratifying nations to take steps to improve the lives of
women.

The United Statesis one of only seven countries in the world that has not ratified
CEDAW. ltisinunlikely company. The others are Iran, Sudan, Somalia, and three
small Pacific Island nations. Ratification of CEDAW would not only continue the United
States' proud bipartisan tradition of promoting and protecting human rights, it isin our
own best interests. Empowerment of women leads to more prosperous, stable, peaceful
societies the world over. By ratifying CEDAW, the United States would strengthen its



global leadership in standing up for the rights of women and girls, promote poverty
reduction and economic development, and enhance political stability internationally.

CEDAW stands for and advances values that the American public strongly
supports, including equality, fairness, and access to education for all. Ratifying CEDAW
would be an important affirmation of these values and an impetus for the United States to
recommit itself to continuing to improve the status of women and girls not only abroad,
but also at home. CEDAW serves as a catalyst for countries to increase awareness of
gender disparities, engage in a serious and sustained analysis of where more efforts are
needed, and consider new strategies for moving forward. In thisway, it would provide an
additional tool for the United States to address domestic violence, combat the increasing
problem of human trafficking, improve educational opportunities for women (particularly
in critical fields such as math and science), expand employment opportunities, achieve
equal pay, and promote women'’s health.

The United States has long been aworld leader in championing human rights and
women’srights. Ratification of CEDAW would enhance and forward this |eadership, to
the benefit of women and girls around the world. It is our profound hope that this hearing
is an important step toward a renewed commitment to ratification of CEDAW by the
United States.
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